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The hidden alternative
Co-operative values, past, present and future
Edited by Anthony Webster, Linda Shaw, 

John K. Walton, Alyson Brown and David Stewart

The fact that 2012 is the United Nations Year 
of Co-operatives attests to the resurgence of 
interest in the Co-operative Movement but also 
the extent to which co-operatives have demon-
strated their relevance and validity in the face 
of global financial recession. Co-operation has 
become established as a serious economic con-
tender offering values and principles to chal-
lenge the hegemony of investor led business 
and finance models which have recently been 
found profoundly unsatisfactory.

Chapters include discussion of education, Fair 
Trade, politics and governance, planning and 
sustainability and how co-operatives have 
coped with the global economic crisis. The 
book ranges beyond developments in the West 
to examine those in Africa and Asia, offering a 
genuinely global perspective on the fortunes of 
co-operation.

Therefore, The Hidden Alternative will be of in-
terest to students and academics studying eco-
nomic, business studies, history or politics, and 
also to policy-makers who have witnessed the 
inadequacies of investor-led business models 
during the global recession. 

Anthony Webster is Head of History at  
Liverpool John Moores University  

Linda Shaw is Vice Principal of the  
Co-operative College, Manchester 

John K. Walton is an Ikerbasque Research 
Professor at the University of the Basque 
Country, Bilbao

Alyson Brown is Reader in History at  
Edge Hill University  

David Stewart is Senior Lecturer in History  
at the University of Central Lancashire   
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